
News Release 

Morgan County Animal Shelter (MCAS) Explains Their Mission 
February 17, 2021 
 
The Morgan County Animal Shelter (MCAS), a nonprofit, 501.c.3, was founded 
in 2016 with a mission statement that reads: “The mission of the Morgan 
County Animal Shelter is to serve the community by promoting animal welfare 
in the County of Morgan in the State of Tennessee”.  The Board of Directors, 
currently eight strong, is still working to fulfill that mission. The Board meets quarterly and has 
committees assigned to various aspects of the mission, including education, fundraising, grant writing 
and land acquisition.  
 
After a search of over two years, the land committee of MCAS found a potential central location in 
which to build a comprehensive shelter facility that would meet the needs of the community and allow 
for future improvements and growth.  General analysis and evaluation of the property is currently 
underway and moving forward.  This includes soil testing and performance of a survey to ensure that 
the property can support the facility as planned.  
 
Recently members of the MCAS met with the team from MoCo Mutts Rescue in their new facility 
located in Sunbright, TN. The primary focus of the discussion was to determine how both groups could 
work together toward a common goal of improving animal welfare in Morgan County. The MoCo Mutts 
team has quickly responded to the urgent and important crisis of the uncontrolled dog population 
within the county which has resulted in obtaining the community support needed to purchase their new 
facility to house dogs. Both groups discussed their missions and the potential overlaps, as well as other 
urgent animal needs that need to be resolved, such as getting a good spay and neuter solution in 
Morgan County to help control the pet population. Future discussions on how best to work toward a 
common goal will hopefully continue.   
 
The MCAS team, recognizes that the presence of two organizations working to improve animal welfare 
within the county has caused some confusion within the community.  The good news is that there are 
two nonprofit groups working diligently to solve the animal problem. These two organizations are 
addressing the issue in two different manners.  MoCo Mutts (aka Senior Dog Lodge) has evolved under 
its current leadership and is actively addressing the immediate need of animal rescue in the county.  
MCAS has been concentrating their efforts on acquiring land and then building a facility that can meet 
both small and large animal welfare needs, to include shelter, treatment, and placement of animals in 
need, while also educating the community and assisting law enforcement and government agencies to 
improve conditions of abandoned, abused, neglected and/or stray animals within Morgan County.  
Additionally, a Morgan County Animal Welfare group was formed that meets regularly to assist with the 
concerns in the local communities. MCAS will continue to evaluate the validity of their mission, including 
a physical shelter, as well as the other areas of focus, as they move forward.    
 
MCAS appreciates the dedicated work of MoCo Mutts Rescue, and it is the hope of the MCAS board that 
future discussions with the MoCo Mutts Rescue Group will continue, so that the overall goal of 
improving animal welfare and the quality of life (e.g. safety) within Morgan County will be met in the 
most efficient and effective manner.   
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